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SOUTH CAROLINA STATE ARSENAL ("OLD CITADEL")

Addresg: North side of Marion Sguare, Chsrleston, Charleston
Couniy, South Carolina

Present Owner: Charleston County

Present QOccupant: Charlesion County government

Present Use: Gounty office huilding

Brief Statement This early nineteenth-century building was intended

of Sipnificance: as a safeguard against slave uprisings; it was later
cecupied for 80 years by the South Carclina Military
Academy (The Citadel).

PART 1. HISTORICAL INFORMATION

A. Physical Higtory

1. Original and subsequent cowners: Originally built by
the State of South Carolina as a stale arsenal. Home
of the South Carolina Military Academy (The Citadel},
1843-1922. Now Charleston County Center. [Colonel
0. J. Bond, The Story of the Citadel (Richmond: Garrett
and Messie, 1936}, pp. 7, 19, 202]

2. Date of erectlion: Begun by 1826. [Robert Mills,
Statistics of South Carclina, Including a View of iis
Natural, Civil and Military History, General and
Particular {(Charleston: Hurlbut and Lloyd, 1826),

p. 421}

3. Architect: Frederick Wesner {Bond, p. 7]

4. Original plans, construction, ete.: Originally a plain,
two-gtory, brick building with a wooden parapet. [John P.
Thomas, History of the South Carolina Military Academy,
with Appendices (Charleston: Walker, Evans and Cogswell
Company, 1893}, p. 24]

5, Noles on alteratlons and additions: Third story added,
1849; wings added to center building, i854; west wing
burned, 1869; west wing rebuilt 1889; main building
damaeged by fire, 1892, restiored same year., [Thomas,

p. 5771 Fourth story added, 1910 {Bond, p. 172}. East
{Meeting Street) extension added 1911 [Bond, p. 174].
West extension pulled down, 1958.
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SOUTH CAROLINA SPATE ARSENAL
{"OLD CICTADELT)
HEBS Ho. SC-184 {Page 2)

Historleal Events Comnecited with Struciure: The gboriive
Charleston Megro Insurrection of 1822 led to the building
of Lhe Citadsl o housc an arsenal grard for fthe purpose
of protection. (Bond, p.1).

Qcecupled by Federal troops, 186G5-72 (Bond, pp. 92 and 94).

Prepared by Beairdice 3%. J. Havenel
frchitectural Historian

Charlesuon
July 1958
PART IT, ARCHITECTURAL, INFORGATION
L. General Sbtatement

1. Architectural character. An Interesting example of
military architecture which has undergone major al-
terationa. It ig giill lmpressive in ocale and dis-
t1ngu¢shca in proporiion.

2. Condition of fabric: Generally good, and reasonably
well maintained., Although the original walls have
been loaded considcerably by the addition of two stories
the struciure appears stable.

B.

Technical Description of #¥xterior

1. Over-all dimensions:. The main bullding is about 1557
X 250%: it has four siories and faces scuth. A con-
necting bullding to the east 1s about 807 xz 120%, two
stories in helght.

2. Foundations: & relatively inconspicuous base course.

3. vall construction: This is sbucco over brick. Bricks
vigible at the northwest tower are 9 1744 long, 2 374"
to 3" high, and 4 1/4" to 4 5/8" wide, laid in English
bond, 7 courses in 2'-0", They are of a type common

_in Charleston, reather dark red in color, with spots of
brown caused by oxidation of iron in the material.
Joints average 1,/2" to 5/8" in width; the original
mortar is visible in places. It appears 1o have been
made with shell lime, shell chips and yellow sand.
There is evidence of considersble repointing of joints
and patching of stucco. It is possible that the stucco
now visible may date from the addition of the fourch
story in 1910.
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SOUTH CAROLINA STATE ARSENAL
("OLD CITADEL")
HABS No. SC-184 (Page 3)

South facade: This has projecting three-story towers

at the corners, their exterior angles beling less than
90 degrees. There is a central entrance consisting of

a8 two-story arch, a corbeled bay window at the third
story framed by corbeled turrets, which, with a corbel
cornice, extend slightly above the main wall. There axe
five bays of widely spaced windows on each side.

The other three facades gre similar hut lack the central
motif.

Courtyard facades: The interior court is about 707 by
164", A large arcade surrounds the court, two stories
in height; it is three bays by seven bays, with Greek
Doric columms (piers along the north side} of brick and
stucco, and plein semieircular arches springing from the
capitals. A wooden floor and railing cut across the
bays at second-floor level.

At the third story--added later--are smaller arches with
plain plers, six bays by fourteen bays, and a wooden
railing. The fourth story, added still later, is
similar. It is terminated by a plain parapet,

At the center of ihe north wall is a modern brick and
stucco stairway from the ground to the second story.
Symmetrical {lights turn and meet on a central landing

" at the second-floor laevel.

Porches: The three upper floors of the courtyard arcades
constitute a porch and circulation passage. Flooring at
second-story level appears older than the rest; 1t is of
1-1/2" thick longleaf yellow pine boards 6-3/4" wide,
splined. This flooring is supported on six jolsts which
run parallel to the passageway, successive jolsts belng
set into notches in the girders which become deeper
toward the outside, to pitch the floor for drainage. A
cased lintcl extends from colum to column to support
three girders per bay. This construction is exposed to
form the ceiling of the first-floor pasgsageway; the
joists are beaded at the lower corners. The superiority
of this older flooring is shown by the fact that it has
not buckled from wetting, while the mewer flooring on
the upper floors has buckled In a number of places,

The third and fourth floors have narrower tongue—and~
groove boasrds. Ceilings above the first {loor are gen~
erally of matched and beaded boards.
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SOUTH CAPQLILA STATE LAJENAL
(%OLD CITLUEL

HEBS Ho. 30164 (Page 4)

Cpenings:

g}

Roof':

¢

-

oricys and deorg:  fhe main entrence at the cenber
¢ soubh favede consists of & two-slory eilipii-
~ched opening with a wide stueco architrave

o, dnteriupted py a leystone and plain impost
bxocxs. Ay bhe second floor level is 2 spandrel;
above this the opening contains an ornamental
wrought iron geille, hehind which are windows.
Inside this entrance ig a passage covered by o

brick groined veult of two bays, of elliptical
pection; &b the loney end of this passage is an
elliptical arch which retains huge pintles {(al~
though the doors are no longer in place).
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At the cemter of ihe east and west focades are

low tunnel-vavlled pagsages (the veulting being

one birick stretcher in unlckneos) with plain arches.
deavy pintles for doors renain enbedded in the

J 1Anbs,

Vindowe: Oﬂanvnuu are r**uungu1ar, withous exberior
trim, witir sandstone sills, 3ash are of wood, double
hung, two—li?hts—over~tw ~-lights {modern). The

two third-story windows over the maln entrance have
wrought izon balconles

Shbpe. The roof is flot, siightly pitched Loward
the immer corners of the courtyard, to drain through
relatively modern round metal leadnrs.

Cornice and para pet : The exterior wall, towers
and hay window over vYhe main entrance sre crowvned
with nlain, scuare battiements. The cornice is a
rather heavy cavebtio, exceplt as noted below,

The material appsars to be stucco throughout,

(1) ihe cornice of the towers, central portion
of the south facade, and the central bay
window ig supported on plain, he avy brackets.

(2) In the courlyerd there is e simple molded
stuceo cornice at the top of the third story
and a simple fourth-story cornice of two.
corbeled brick courges, stuccoed.
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Taclnical Deserlipiion of Interior

1.

~TL

Floor plans: In open rechangular cowrh &e & passage
seround the four sides; they give ascess to 2 single

oy of rooms around the ')Gl"'.“’ Lo,

Stalrvays: is cvenbered on tne sowsh fa
above the firgt ._oor)'ﬁi%h a woolin sLalrvly ah
east and &an olevasor &l the wrest; thess apoe Y
modern. 4 stone aiairway cnclosed botviesn uui18
rom whe ground 46 the second floor, just east o
enyrancevay of this facade.

A% each corner of the courtyard ls an ivon or stecl

gbtairway; they are trussed with turnbuelles to adjusy
They may date from the 1late 1ULh conuury

the tension,
or early 20th century.

Intericr finish and trim

("

a.

General: & very large porition of the imberior has

been refinished wilth modern floor covnv¢qb, cooustic
ceilings, fluorescend 115nh1ng fixtures, ete. L
pregent eLthSIVe partitioning and fefinis;ing ig

being done on the fourth siory.

Partitions: Belween the rooms and courtyard, on
the north side, the partition is of frame, with
matched and beaded boarding, above the first

story. Similer parititions on the other threa

gides are of brick covered with stuceo. L number
of partitions belween rooms appear to be of masonry.
Fourth sbtory partitions all appear 1o be frame.

Cld trim on second story, possibly original: Door
and window trim is of weood, simple, with both edges
raigsed; soffits of the windows are paneled. Doors
have six panels., Some rooms have fireplaces with
gimple wide pilasters, frieze, and mantel shelf
with bed meldings. fThe shove details are to be
found in some offices of the south wing. In the
office immediately east of the central hall can

- be seen the remains of a rifle pors, although it
is closed on the exterior; it is thought to be

typical of an early state of the builldiag,

Trim on third and fourih stories: Appears to be

of a type common at the end of the 19th century--

wainscoting of vertical matched and beaded boards,
simple wood window and door trim (reeded on the

courtyard .side of doorways), and doors with three

norlzonual panels below and six glazed panes above,
with transoms
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Geaersl selbilng snd orlentetion: This pullding ccouples
the northern pordion of a large puplic scuarce, which
formerly cerved as o drill field. Other public dbuildings
adjoin i% to vho cast and west,

Dobached

&

Sitedel o Y 5 e 50

abovemnanﬂ deteched wings at the east and wesi. The

wesh wing has now been demolished

2, Connecting courd: ITwo 32F-walls conneci the
erntral bullding and the east wing, forming &
smail court, with 127-wide arched openings and

batilements, Theee walls are one story in height.

0. Lxterior: This is of gtuccoe over brick, two stories
in height, sboud 83' x 1201, with 25'-wride towers
2t the corpers which rise slighily higher {than

the walls. There is 2 high base, which ales the
Torm of & talus at the towers. Window onenings

are small, seslcireuler-srched, with 2 hood mold-
ing. “There 1g 2 stucco cornice with batilenenis
above; the hovers have 2 corbeled cornice, and

above it souare bhurrets at the corners.

appears to have been medernized

¢, Interior. This
t that one cannot recognize ite original

0 the extent
appearance,

mast bullding of the group: Beyond the detached east

wing is ancther building somewhat harmonious in appear-
ance, which appears te be guite modern. Uniil a few
years ago it was balanced by another one cn the west,
recently destroyed and replaced by a new library
bullding.

Prepared by Harley J. Mciee, Architect
Hational Park 3Jervice
July 1962




